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Abstract: Technology developments have changed human life and 
embrace education sector. The word podcast derived from iPod and 
broadcast. Several researches finding towards the use of podcast had 
been reported to be positive, but there had been few research towards 
students‟ perception conducted in Indonesia. Writer hopes to bring the 
common picture of Tanjungpura University eight semester students‟ 
perceptions towards the use of podcast for learning English. This 
research used case study as its methodology. The current study had 
shown that students‟ hold positive perception towards the use of 
podcast for learning English. The research findings shown positive 
results and all students agreed that podcast had increased their 
listening and speaking skills, as well as their pronunciation, 
vocabulary, motivation, increased self confidence, lead to be an 
autonomous learner and change their attitudes towards English 
language itself. Podcast benefited language learners in terms of time, 
space, and flexibility. 
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Abstrak: Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui persepsi 
mahasiswa terhadap podcast dalam belajar bahasa Inggris. Metode 
yang dipakai dalam penelitian ini adalah studi kasus. Subjek dari 
penelitian ini adalah mahasiswa Universitas Tanjungpura, semester 8 
Pontianak, tahun ajaran 2013/2014. Teknik pengumpulan data adalah 
komunikasi secara tidak langsung dan langsung, sedangkan alat yang 
digunakan dalam pengumpulan data adalah kuesioner dan wawancara. 
Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa mahasiswa mempunyai persepsi 
positif terhadap penggunaan podcast dalam belajar bahasa Inggris. 
Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa persepsi mahasiswa terhadap 
penggunaan podcast dalam belajar bahasa Inggris adalah 
menyenangkan, podcast sangat flexible, podcast merupakan alat yang 
sangat berguna untuk belajar bahasa Inggris, dan podcast dapat 
meningkatkan kemampuan berbicara, mendengar, membaca dan 
menulis. 
 
Kata kunci: Persepsi, Podcast, Belajar. 
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Nglish as a foreign language had been taught since primary school till higher 
education. However, it doesn‟t guarantee that student will be able to possess 
good command of English. What is learning and what are the necessary 
components in order to possess second language acquisition? Slavin (as cited in 
Brown, 2007), an educational psychologist defines learning as “a change in an 
individual caused by experience.” Moreover, Brown (2007) mentioning that one 
of the components of learning is changes in behavior. Since learning is a change 
in an individual caused by experience, it is necessary to know students‟ perception 
towards their typical way of learning English. Krashen (2002) stated that attitude 
as one of the affective variables does have its role in second language 
achievement as well as learner personality, which latter correlated with 
motivation. Technology development has changed human life, in every aspect 
including education. We accustomed with chalk and blackboard, but now learning 
is just one click away, learning is everywhere. Chinnery (cited in Salmon and  
Edirisingha, 2008, p. 5), stated that podcasts bring an authentic cultural 
experience to students who are learning foreign languages. Moreover, Hasan & 
Hoon (2012) in their research towards ESL learners‟ shown that podcast 
stimulated learner‟s interest in learning English and improved their language 
skills, especially listening.  
Based on the observation that writer took towards the 8
th
 semester student 
of Tanjungpura University, it has been notice that most of the students at least had 
one communication device, and are addictive to it. They can‟t be separated with 
the shiny object that gets them up to date 24 hours a day, seven days in a week, 
and listening to podcast and music is one of the activities that they do with their 
hand held devices. The 8
th
 semester students had their ICT (information and 
communications technology) class where podcast are one of the topics discussed 
and get quite attention from the students. Since there are few researches towards 
students‟ perception towards the use of podcast for learning English, writer 
therefore, interested to conduct above research. As learning is a change in an 
individual caused by experience, it is necessary to know students‟ perceptions as 
perceptions will affect students‟ attitudes, which will affect the way students‟ 
think and feel towards something. Students‟ enjoyment of a course is positively 
related to the student learning attitudes and to their perceived value of the course 
they take (Patti & Saroja, as cited in Yang and Yuen, 2009). Therefore, if students 
have positive perceptions towards podcast, then they will engage in it over and 
over again and gradually it will affect students‟ language learning outcomes. 
Attitudes are one of the key to success in language learning. 
Many researches towards podcasts benefits in improving language 
learners‟ skills had been conducted, but just a few researches about students‟ 
perception towards podcast itself. As writer believes that positive perception plays 
an important role towards students‟ successful in learning English, as positive 
perceptions will motivate and encourage students to actively engage in the activity 
again and again. That is why this research needs to be conducted as the result will 
fill the gaps on similar research findings. 
Podcast is a sound or audio file on the internet that you can free 
downloaded and stored it on cell phone or MP3 player and produced in the form 
E 
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of regular episodes. According to McBride, (cited in Abraham & Williams, 2009, 
p. 154) podcasts area audio files, usually in mp3 format, that can be downloaded 
from the internet. The word podcast derived from a combination of iPod and 
broadcast. Podcast had been declared as the 2005 Word of the Year by the New 
Oxford American Dictionary (Skiba, 2006). They defined podcast as “a digital 
recording of a radio broadcast to a personal audio player”. Podcasts have been 
widely popular and used not only for business and commercial, but also embraced 
education sector. Podcast as a useful digital media file for learning English enable 
language learners to improve four language skills, namely listening, speaking, 
writing and reading. Not only that, podcasts also enhances language learner 
pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and build motivation and encourage learners 
to become an autonomous and independence learners. 
 
Purpose of the Study 
“Student‟s point of view matters because of its effect on learning. It also 
forms a major part of his or her learning life, becoming part of the lessons he or 
she is inspected to learn”,(Brookhart, 2003, p.6). Hence, students‟ perception is 
important as it views their experience in learning, how they observed and become 
engage with the learning experience and how it affects them in learning. When 
students know about the benefits of podcast towards language learning, they will 
involved in the activity again and again, since they have good perceptions towards 
the podcast, they will hold positive beliefs that podcast had positive impact 
towards English language, especially their speaking, listening and vocabulary, 
thus they will listen to podcast over and over again. A research on the relationship 
between learner‟s attitudes toward the second or foreign language learning and its‟ 
success had been conducted by Gardner & Masgoret (cited in Lightbown & 
Spada, 2011, p. 63), which writer believes that positive attitudes and motivation 
plays an important role in one‟s success of learning.  
Since learning is a change in an individual caused by experience, it is 
necessary to know students‟ perception. Perception is closely related to attitudes, 
so when we talk about perception, we explained ones attitudes or behavior. 
Attitudes itself is combination of personality, believes, values, behaviors, and 
motivations. Many researches towards podcasts benefits in improving language 
learners‟ skills had been conducted, but just a few researches about students‟ 
perception towards podcast itself. As writer believes that positive perception plays 
an important role towards students‟ successful in learning English, as positive 
perceptions will motivate and encourage students to actively engage in the activity 
again and again. That is why this research needs to be conducted as the result will 
fill the gaps on similar research findings. Writer in conducting this research will 
apply descriptive case study to investigate students‟ perception. Writer hopes to 
get in-depth understanding of students‟ perceptions towards the use of podcasts 
for learning English. Moreover, writer interested in understanding the relationship 
between students‟ attitudes and its effect towards foreign language learning. 
Chan and Lee evaluated the podcast impact and effectiveness from the 
perspective of a distance education audience (cited in Salmon & Edirisingha, 
2008, p. 96). Listening to the podcasts stimulated the distance learners‟ interest in 
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the subject matter and supported their engagement, while addressing the 
motivational elements of effective learning (McLoughlin et al., cited in Salmon & 
Edirisingha, 2008, p. 96). Similar research finding towards podcast had shown 
that podcast allows language learners more flexibility in language learning. 
Research had shown that podcast helps learners to become an independent learner 
(Stoten, cited in Hasan & Hoon, 2012, p. 163).  
For most of language learners, listening and speaking are the most difficult 
skills to attain. But research had proven that podcast can greatly helps in 
increasing students listening and speaking skills (Hasan & Hoon, 2012; Li, 2010). 
In addition, Little, cited in Abraham & Williams, 2009 says, “…we cannot expect 
learners to cope with target language communication in the world outside the 
classroom if we do not prepare them by bringing examples of that communication 
into the classroom. Podcasts allows learner to improve their pronunciation at any 
time and place, give opportunity to practice the words. As pronunciation is not a 
separate skill but relates to all other aspects of language learning. Podcast had 
shown to help ESL learners‟ pronunciation of new terminology (Scutter, Stupans, 
Sawyer, & King, 2010, p. 185).  
Leont‟ev (cited in Salmon & Edirisingha, 2008, p. 134) postulates that a 
person would not understand an explanation if it is heard at a time when the mind 
is passive „because nothing enters the consciousness‟. Since the human mind is 
not active all the time, it follows that, for reflection to be effective, a student needs 
to choose a time for reflection when the mind is either active or can be activated. 
The advantages of podcasting are that it allows the opportunity for reflection, 
anywhere and anytime. Chan, et al. (2011), in their research towards 120 Chinese 
and 61 Korean language students reported that podcast motivated students who 
listened to it on the move. Hasan & Hoon (2013) in their review towards twenty 
journal articles reported that podcast increase motivation to students. Moreover, 
using podcast in language lesson had reported to be found motivating for language 
learners (Craig, et al.; Windham, cited in Abraham & Williams, 2009, p. 156). 
Rubin (cited in Griffiths, 2008, p. 46), states that “the good language 
learner has a strong desire to communicate”. Thus, good language learners do not 
neglect pronunciation. Pronunciation plays an important role in language learning. 
Thus to gain good pronunciation, learners need to repeat words several times and 
listen over and over. Podcasts allows learner to improve their pronunciation at any 
time and place, give opportunity to practice the words. As pronunciation is not a 
separate skill but relates to all other aspects of language learning. Podcast had 
shown to help ESL learners‟ pronunciation of new terminology (Scutter, Stupans, 
Sawyer, & King, 2010, p. 185).  
If students can download and listen to them at their convenience, and as 
often as they wish, they can reflect on what they learn. Podcast therefore provide 
useful opportunities for reflective learning. Podcast can be a measure of student 
growth and competence (Dillon & Brown; Flanigan & Amirian, cited in Salmon 
& Edirisingha, 2008, p. 133). Li, (2010, p. 87) research towards Hong Kong ESL 
Secondary 6 students reported that podcast gave opportunity and expose students 
to the target language. In addition, similar research finding shown that podcast 
provide learners with examples of real speech and other authentic materials (Chan 
5 
 
& Lee, 2005; Thorne & Payne, 2005: Stanley, 2005, cited in Hasan & Hoon, 
2012, p. 163). 
Many researches towards podcasts benefits in improving language 
learners‟ skills had been conducted, but just a few researches about students‟ 
perception towards podcast itself. As writer believes that positive perception plays 
an important role towards students‟ successful in learning English, as positive 
perceptions will motivate and encourage students to actively engage in the activity 
again and again. That is why this research needs to be conducted as the result will 
fill the gaps on similar research findings.  
 
METHOD 
To obtain students‟ perception towards the use of podcast for learning 
English, the writer will conduct the above research by using case study. Why case 
study and what makes case study as a suitable methodology in conducting the 
above research? Research is systematic, critical and self-critical enquiry which 
aims to contribute to the advancement of knowledge and wisdom (Bassey, 1999, 
p. 38). Eight semester students in English Education Study Program of 
Tanjungpura University, Pontianak, in their academic year 2013-2014 were the 
subject of the research as they are going to be future English teacher, had acquired 
“Teaching Learning with ICT” class, as well as knowledge about podcasts as one 
of the novel media to learn English will be benefit for their teaching 
implementation in the future. In addition, the students possess characteristics of 
independence learners, and they are podcasts users.   
In order to obtain in depth data of students‟ perceptions towards the use of 
podcasts for learning English, data collection will be conducted in two stages, 
namely: questionnaires, and interview. Writer in conducting questionnaires will 
use closed-ended questionnaires, with multiple-choice items. While to obtain a 
long and detailed answer, writer will use qualitative interview. Researcher will 
pay attention to three areas where participant can address their perceptions 
towards the use of podcast for learning English. They are: attitude, belief and 
feeling. Questionnaires are being sent and distributed personally where writer can 
restate the purpose of conducting the questionnaires and if there are questions that 
may arise from the participants. Reminder will be sent to participants to contact 
researcher anytime if they have any questions to ask. At preparation stage, 
researcher contacts participants, gaining their consent, arrange suitable time, 
locations, and prepare necessary materials and assure that all participants have a 
clear sense of what is the purpose of the research and what things that being 
expected. Based on the research purpose, writer lists topic to cover in interview 
and develops specific questions according to the topics, such as 
background/experience, actions, perceptions, feelings, beliefs, and 
knowledge/information. 
The participants can fill out the questionnaires according to their 
convenience time and sent it back to writer. All of the 20 participants completed 
the questionnaires and returned it. Quantitative data are analyzed according to the 
average of total participants and qualitative data were analyzed based on the 
familiarizing, coding and interpretation of the data. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Results 
 Learning English with podcast is fun, podcast is flexible, learning with 
podcast improves listening and speaking skills, podcasts are a useful tool for 
language learning. 
 
Learning English with podcast is fun.  
All twenty students found learning English with podcast is fun. Student I even 
showed great interest in learning English with podcast as he could learn whenever 
he wants, while doing his activities like jogging and cooking without wasting his 
time. The situation that podcast brought made student I more interested in 
learning English as no pressure were given to him.  
 
“Yes, because I can learn English without any pressure like in the 
classroom, where there are a lot of task that must be finished in a hurry 
and my friends sometimes underestimate my skill” (student I). 
 
“Sometimes I‟m so afraid to speak and to, because the situation in the 
classroom. For instance, when I want to speak, sometimes I‟m afraid to 
make a mistake, I‟m afraid my friend judge my pronunciation, and when I 
learn the material in the podcast, I can speak freely without pressure, no 
one can judge my English and I feel free about that, and relax” (student I). 
 
Student I thinks that the simplicity, various content and easy access made learning 
with podcast comfortable, lead him to become an independent learner, and 
motivated him to learn English. He further added that podcast should be applied 
for listening and speaking class and even replaces the textbook since the materials 
are more interesting. 
Like student I, student C showed that learning English with podcast is fun, 
motivated, as podcast made available to learn from audio which is more 
interesting and ease her in learning English. Podcast has a lot to offer, knowledge 
about other culture, people, and job, which broaden her mind, and motivate her to 
learn English better and feel what the podcaster feel and see what podcaster see.  
 
“I get motivated to learn English with podcast because basically I loved 
learning, so I usually traditionally will learn to read. But, because of 
podcast we can learn from audio and it‟s more interesting” (student C).  
 
“I do enjoy to learning by using podcast because the first reason is I can 
learn to it in anytime and anyplace and then I also can repeated whenever I 
want, also I see from the speaker they have good intonation, and what we 
call, accent, the tone, and then you can also have the script if you don‟t 
understand” (student C). 
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“Podcast ease me to learn English, so I no longer think that English is 
boring, that‟s why I become more interesting to learn” (student C). 
 
Although she admitted that sometimes she encounters difficulty and feels stuck 
when the script is not available. For her, the script helps a lot to review the 
material and overcome the difficulty in understanding new vocabularies. Student 
C strongly believes that podcast made her speak English better as it allows 
repetition and imitation. Student A and C feels that learning with podcast bring 
the learning situation that made them relax and reduce stress, where the materials 
are not difficult, and formal, but it reflect on real world. They further added that 
podcast help in terms of pronunciation as it provide the best model of English, as 
the podcasters are native speaker and help her in understanding the words in real 
life. 
 
Furthermore, student D stressed out that she need a relaxing situation to learn 
English in order to get the knowledge, she need to feel relax. According to student 
D, listening to podcast is like listening to radio which is relaxing and no pressure 
were given to her. Moreover, she feels more comfortable as she can learn English 
without feeling rushed like she would have if she was in the classroom and 
podcast ease tense situation in learning as it enable her to learn English outside the 
classroom.  
 
“I need the relaxing situation, enjoyable situation to learn English because 
to get knowledge we need to fun and enjoy with the situation” (student D). 
 
From the above quotes, it is clearly showed that learning English with podcast 
bring no pressure for student D, and it made English easier for student D to 
understand and get to know many new vocabulary that she hardly heard before. 
Student J expressed her enjoyment from learning with podcast as stated: 
 
“The podcast speaker delivers the materials with tone and rhythm that 
make me enjoy learning English” (student J). 
 
“Podcast presents English learning situation with fun, in other media the 
most of the learning situation is really serious” (student J). 
 
The questionnaires result showed that 9 students (45%) feel relax learning English 
with podcast since they can learn anywhere they like or outside the classroom, and 
7 students (35%) found that learning with podcast is like listening to radio without 
any pressure. Among 20 participants, 13 students (65%) feel comfortable in the 
process of learning English with podcast since they can learn without feeling 
being rushed like they would have in the classroom. All students agreed to 
recommend podcast as a media to learn English, they even this indicate that they 
felt enjoyment learning English with podcast. 
 
Podcast is flexible 
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Flexibility is one of the characteristics that podcast had. Flexibility in terms of 
time and space where learner takes control is important in learning. All students 
enjoy learning English with podcast since they can learn English wherever and 
whenever they like, choose whatever topic that they interested. There are 9 
students (45%) who like to learn English with podcast since they can learn 
English whenever and wherever they want. Below are students‟ comments 
regarding flexibility of podcasts for learning English. 
 
“Very effective. For example, before I know much about podcast, I have 
the problem especially for my listening and speaking skill, but after I use 
podcast, my listening and speaking are still sharpened and podcast is a 
good tool because I can use it everywhere and whenever I want” (student 
J). 
 
Student I like to learn English with podcast in his leisure time, while doing other 
activities like jogging and cooking. Where he doesn‟t want to waste his time. The 
first time student I listen to podcasts, he thought that he will have a problem since 
he knew his English ability, but he keep repeating and play the podcast again and 
again until he get accustomed with the materials. What student I like most from 
podcasts are its easy access, you can have a lot of information in one place, 
portable, where compare to the textbook which is too heavy to bring. 
Furthermore, student I added that  learning English with podcast is very effective, 
as stated below:  
 
“Very effective. For example, before I know much about podcast, I have 
the problem especially for my listening and speaking skills. but after I use 
podcast, my listening and speaking skill are still sharpened and podcast is 
a good tool because I can use it everywhere and whenever I want” (student 
I). 
 
Nine students (45%) like to learn with podcast since they can learn English 
whenever and wherever they want. Podcast flexibility provides opportunities for 
students to be an independent learners as podcast offer complete materials and 
information, where students can learn independently without any instructors or 
teachers (10 students or 50%). Below are students‟ comments regarding podcast 
flexibility:  
 
“Effective, for time and place. I can play it whenever and wherever I like” 
(student H). 
 
“Podcast is effective because you can download it, store it and play it later, 
not right away, where you can still listen to it” (student D).  
 
“Very effective, as I can play the podcast whenever I like, when I want to 
learn. I just play the podcast and listen to it” (student E). 
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From the above result, it can be concluded that students like learning English with 
podcast due to its flexibility, where learners take control, and can learn at their 
convenience time. 
 
Learning with podcast improve listening and speaking skills 
 
Sixteen students (80%) believed that listening to podcast had improved their 
listening ability. McIntosh et al., cited in Salmon & Edirisingha, 2008, p. 4) 
evaluated a voice tool for learning and found that students who were shy to record 
their voices eventually overcame their shyness and the majority perceived the use 
of voice as supporting a non-threatening environment that improved their 
speaking and listening skills.  
Student F found that after listening to podcast, her listening and speaking skills 
had improved, she argued that podcast not only improved her listening skills, but 
also improved her speaking skills. Student F told her experience that after 
listening to podcast, she knew how to pronounce difficult word, and even got 
many new vocabularies that she hardly heard before.  
 
“I think podcast help me in terms of pronunciation because sometimes 
when we find difficult words, for instance we differentiate it with 
dictionary. When we find the words in dictionary sometimes we are hard 
in knowing the way to pronounce the words. But, if it is, we listen by 
using podcast, we hear directly to the speaker how to pronounce the 
words. So, of course, it improves my speaking skills, especially in terms of 
my pronunciation” (student F). 
 
“For example, ehh in the last time I feel hard when I want to pronounce 
think and thing. But after I listen to podcast, I can differentiate those 
words” (student F). 
 
The questionnaires also showed that 14 students (80%) felt confident to speak 
after listen to podcast, as they had learned many new vocabularies. Furthermore, 
student F explained the reason why podcast should be applied in the classroom: 
 
“Yes. Why not? Podcast has one thing that textbook doesn‟t have. Podcast 
can provide us in spoken form, so we can listen every single word from 
the native speaker directly. In case, we can know how to pronounce the 
difficult words. Of course from this, our four skills in English will increase 
indirectly” (student F). 
 
Finally, student F agreed that besides improving her listening and speaking skills, 
podcast also improving her grammar, as it supported by the script where student F 
know how to use phrases and form sentences in the right tenses. In student H 
opinion, podcasts aren‟t merely improved four language skills, but also increased 
his vocabulary and gave him ideas to write. 
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“Actually, I mean my English ability is somehow good, yeah however, it 
is not rare to find new words in podcast. Usually they discuss things that 
outside our country, and also the culture, some famous places. It‟s very 
often that they used certain new words that eh, I haven‟t heard, such as, for 
instance just like for “siesta”, meaning nap, adapted from Spanish. So, by 
listening to podcast, what is siesta, I found out that is short nap” (student 
H). 
 
“Listening, and speaking. Actually it improves indirectly because podcast 
offer wide range of material and also information, so it add up my 
common knowledge. So when I‟m about to write something, I have ideas 
because I have listen to podcast. So podcast for instance talk about Greece, 
Greece mythology, about the God and the Goddess, so in writing I could 
write those things. When I write I can write about it too. Of course there 
are so many skill that we need to consider, the mechanical, the 
grammatical qualities, but at least we have the information about the thing 
that we are about to write, we have the idea. It improves indirectly 
although in a small scale” (student H). 
 
Student G added that what she likes most from podcasts is the authentic materials, 
which she believed that will it help her in the real situation, increased her 
vocabularies, especially the spoken language, where students G hardly knew. 
From the questionnaires result, it is known that 50 % of the students believed that 
they can speak English better as podcasts provide them with natural ways of 
speaking English with lots of different situation and as much as 45% of them 
agreed that podcast enable them to listen to the correct pronunciation which made 
them speak better. Student I felt more confident about his speaking as stated 
below: 
 
“Podcast provide real materials and vocabularies that I need in building 
my speaking skills, such as phrases, idioms, and slang that the native 
speakers use in their daily life” (Student I). 
 
From the above findings, it can be sum up that listening to podcast can improved 
listening and speaking skills and other skills, even though in a small scale. 
 
Podcasts are a useful tool for language learning. 
All students agreed that podcasts bring benefits for language learner. From the 
interview and questionnaires result, it can be indicates that all students realized 
that podcasts are a useful tool for language learning. Increase students‟ self 
confident, increased vocabulary, lead students to be an independent learner, 
motivate students to learn English, and change attitudes towards English language 
itself. From the questionnaires result, it can be seen that 10 students (50%) felt 
more confident about their speaking as podcast made them familiar with spoken 
English which is useful in their daily communication. The following are students‟ 
comments: 
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“At early stage of learning by podcast maybe our speaking isn‟t improved 
yet because we are trained our listening. And then by time to time, I‟m 
sure that we will improve our speaking as we can get more confidence 
because we have more knowledge about pronunciation, vocabulary and 
expression” (Student C). 
 
“I feel more confident about my speaking. Because podcast makes me 
familiar with spoken English” (Student A). 
 
Apart from increase self-confident, all students agreed that by listening to podcast, 
it will increase their vocabulary. Student H even felt that podcast is an interesting 
tool as he found that after listening to podcast, he got many new vocabularies. 
This is due to podcast offered wide range of materials to discuss, availability of 
the transcript, discussion of how words are being used, useful expression, phrases, 
idioms, and a freedom to choose. Below are the students‟ comments: 
 
“Yes, it adds my vocabulary and various topics about other country which 
I never heard before, although I often read” (student H). 
 
“Podcast is an interesting tool for learning English. You can get many new 
vocabularies by listening to podcast” (student H).  
 
“Podcast do not just improve my vocabulary, but it‟s elevated my 
vocabulary. It‟s increases because in the podcast, the native explain about 
what is it exactly the use of a word, for instance, like bank. Can be use for 
a to save the money, and it is also the river side. That‟s why the podcast do 
not just improved, but its elevated my vocabulary” (student I). 
 
In addition to the benefit that had been showed above, 10 students (50%) believed 
that podcast provide opportunity for students to become independent learners. 
Complete information and materials to discuss, available script, easily access, 
flexibility in terms of time and space enable students to learn without any 
instruction needed from a teacher or instructor. The responses are shown below: 
 
“Yes, because I can listen to podcast by myself and I don‟t need to do it in 
the classroom where I feel tense and shy” (student D). 
 
“Yes, I do. Especially in the aspect of improving my listening skill. 
Because we can easily access it and learn from it without being dependent, 
without instructor or teacher. Yes, because podcast give us many topics 
that we can choose whatever we want. And if we have problems, we can 
overcome the problems by opening the related text that we have read. And 
then, podcast also provide us in spoken and written from so that it will be 
easier to understand” (student G).  
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All twenty students found learning English with podcast is fun. Student I 
even showed great interest in learning English with podcast as he could learn 
whenever he wants, while doing his activities like jogging and cooking without 
wasting his time. Flexibility is one of the characteristics that podcast had. 
Flexibility in terms of time and space where learner takes control is important in 
learning. All students enjoy learning English with podcast since they can learn 
English wherever and whenever they like, choose whatever topic that they 
interested. There are 9 students (45%) who like to learn English with podcast 
since they can learn English whenever and wherever they want.  
Sixteen students (80%) believed that listening to podcast had improved 
their listening ability. McIntosh et al. (cited in Salmon & Edirisingha, 2008, p. 4) 
evaluated a voice tool for learning and found that students who were shy to record 
their voices eventually overcame their shyness and the majority perceived the use 
of voice as supporting a non-threatening environment that improved their 
speaking and listening skills. All students agreed that podcasts bring benefits for 
language learner. From the interview and questionnaires result, it can be indicates 
that all students realized that podcasts are a useful tool for language learning. 
Increase students‟ self confident, increased vocabulary, lead students to be an 
independent learner, motivate students to learn English, and change attitudes 
towards English language itself. From the questionnaires result, it can be seen that 
10 students (50%) felt more confident about their speaking as podcast made them 
familiar with spoken English which is useful in their daily communication. 
 
Discussion 
Language learning influence by many factors: one of them is positive 
attitudes. Attitudes is one of the key predominant factors for success in language 
learning . Attitudes & motivation influence how well someone learns second 
language. 
The use of podcast can assist this aspects since podcast had been told by 
student I that he found that learning with podcast increased his interest in learning 
English, because he can learn English without any pressure like he had in the 
classroom, where there are a lot of task must be finished in a hurry and his friends 
sometimes underestimate his skills. Student C then felt afraid to speak English 
because of the situation in the classroom. Then he becomes silent and passive, as 
he afraid of making mistakes, afraid that his friends will judge his pronunciation. 
But after found that learning with podcast is fun, relax, and no pressure were 
given, idioms, phrases, easy access, various interesting topic, can listen while he‟s 
doing his activities, like jogging, student C become motivated to learn English. He 
doesn‟t want to waste his time, he always listens to podcast in his leisure time. At 
present, student C found that his listening and speaking ability improving 
significantly by learning with podcast.  He also added that podcast elevated his 
vocabulary. This showed that when student I interested in learning English with 
podcast, he become motivated to learn English better. This changed student I 
attitudes. He got motivated to learn English better, and that made student I listen 
to podcast regularly, which here indicate the importance of attitudes.                
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As we know, attitudes have three interrelated components, namely: 
cognitive aspects, affective, and behavioral. As had been showed by student I, 
when he had a good feeling towards podcast for learning English, student I 
believed that podcast had improved his listening and speaking skills, he took an 
action by listen to the podcast regularly. That is why attitudes is one of the key 
predominant factors for success in language learning.                                                                                                                                                                             
Student I expressed the benefit of using podcast for learning English had been 
found positive, such as:  relax, no pressure, less anxiety. Anxiety can have a 
negative effect on the language learning process (Mac Intyre & Gardner, cited in 
Brown, 2007, p. 162). Further Spielberger (cited in Brown, 2007, p. 161) added 
that anxiety plays a major affective role in SLA. Research result by Gregersen 
(cited in Brown, 2007, p. 163) shown that anxious learners made more errors and 
corrected themselves more than less anxious learners. 
To have a motivation from within is important for learners in language 
learning (Deci and Flaste, 1996, cited in Griffiths, 2008, p. 21). People motivated 
because they discover the value of reading, they meet the need of exploration, 
stimulation, knowledge, self-esteem, autonomy and they do so. When students 
have positive attitude towards English language, then a desire to understand will 
arise and understand with the language. According to Gardner and Lambert, that 
was found to be significant correlate of success (cited in Griffiths, 2008, p. 20).  
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclusions 
The objective of this research is to know students‟ perceptions towards the 
use of podcast for learning English. The result finding shown that students hold 
positive perceptions towards the use of podcast for learning English and research 
question are well achieved. All students agreed that podcast had increased their 
listening and speaking skills, while for reading and writing skill will increased 
gradually.  
Students also stated the importance of comfortable feeling to mastery 
English language, and flexibility of the podcast had somehow be the key element 
that made podcast be the suitable media for learning English. Podcast allow 
students to be mobile, thus made learning everywhere, 24 hours a day, 7 days in a 
week. Being available whenever and wherever the students want and need, made 
learning more interesting and fun. The research finding also reported that podcast 
had given opportunity for students‟ of English exposure by having native speaker, 
spoken English, and opportunity for students to expose themselves to the English 
language. 
 
Suggestions 
As this part present suggestions for the betterment of all language learner, 
which writer hope it will give better ideas to all language teacher and learner 
wherever they are. This research is only done in a small scale where it can‟t reveal 
and representing the whole picture of Tanjungpura University students, and West 
Kalimantan higher education levels. The writer do hopes that it will bring benefits 
for all language learners and educators.  Especially for language learner who pay 
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great interest to mastery English language, Podcast is a way and podcasts had 
been proven as one of the e-learning media which promotes independent learning, 
introduce a more relaxed form towards learning English and podcasts had turned 
out to be a growing trend in today‟s society and had been a friend of every 
language learner hopefully.  
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